ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH BARTLETT, TX
ELW Setting Four - Sunday, January 28, 2024
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Announcements

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness (ELW p. 94)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of *} Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith.

Amen.



Gathering Song - How Good, Lord, to Be Here! - ELW Hymn #315

How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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Text: Joseph A, Robinson, 1858-1933, all

Music: POTSDAM, W, Mercer, The Chureh Pealter and Hewnn Book, 1834

Greeting (ELW p. 147)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie (ELW p. 147)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 148)

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day (ELW p. 150)

Let us pray.

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us
by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen



Song - Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me - ELW Hymn #755

Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me
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Texi: Fdward Hopper, 1R13-18RE
Music: PILOT, Jbohn Edpar Gk, 182221875
First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

A reading from Jonah.

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On
whom should God have mercy?”



1The word of the Lorp came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great

city, and proclaim to it the message that | tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the Lorp. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’

walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days

more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12
Refrain: God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6)

wait in silence; truly, my hope I is in God.

5For God alone |

6God alone is my rock and ' my salvation,

my stronghold, so that | shall nev-" er be shaken.

7In God is my deliverance ' and my honor; God is my strong rock ' and my refuge.

8Put your trust in God al- ' ways, O people,

pour out your hearts before the one who
R God alone is my rock and my salvation.

is our refuge.

9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- ' not be trusted.

Placed on the scales together they weigh even less ' than a breath.

10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no

empty pride;

though wealth increase, set not your

heart upon it.

11God has spoken once, twice ' have | heard it, that power be- | longs to God.

12Steadfast love belongs to ' you, O Lord,

for you repay all according | to their deeds.
R God alone is my rock and my salvation.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however,
want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God'’s future, which even now has
dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who

have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as

though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (ELW p. 151)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.



Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will
respond with repentance and faith.

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,

15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe
in the good news.”

16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and | will

make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat

mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat
with the hired men, and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon (ELW p. 151) - Pastor Jeremy Ullrich
Sermon (ELW p. 151) - Pastor Jeremy Ulirich



Hymn of the Day - Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus - ELW Hymn #802

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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Creed (ELW p. 152)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers of Intercession
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the
world, and all of creation.

God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. We trust you never abandon
your promises to the most vulnerable among us. Give your church wisdom and empathy in its
varied ministries. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide our care of oceans and all
creatures that live in them. Hold us accountable for actions that endanger water sources and the
people who depend on them. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God who proclaims judgment and offers mercy, be a model to the leaders of our nation and the
world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and truth. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God who cares for the suffering, care for survivors of assault and sexual abuse and sustain all
who minister to them. Keep safe any who live under threat of violence, those living in poverty,
and any among us who are ill or in pain. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, empower us and
this faith community to be open to your call. When we are uncertain of your call, assure us.
When we have strayed from your ways, redirect us. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

God who holds the saints against your tender bosom, we trust you welcome them into your
care. Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your salvation. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our
hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Peace (ELW p. 152)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering (ELW p. 152)



Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

Offering Prayer (ELW p. 152)

Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen

Lord’s Prayer (ELW p. 154)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing (ELW p. 155)

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Song - O Lord, Now Let our Servant - ELW Hymn #313

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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Dismissal (ELW p. 155)
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.Hymns
available under One License A - 710028.



OFFICIATING & SERVING - Jan. 28th

Pastor: Jeremy Ullrich Organist: Debra Caldwell
Lector: Shirley Fischer
Usher Captain: Jay Don Gommert
Ushers: Glen Janke, Randall, Garrison, Weston, & Landon Rafay
Greeters: Charles Hill & Jimmy Gommert
Altar Care: Robert & Dorothy Marwitz
Teller Captain: Pam Fleming
Tellers: Charles Gersbach & David Tschoerner
OFFICIATING & SERVING - Feb. 4th
Pastor: Jeremy Ullrich Organist: Debra Caldwell
Pastor Asst: Wayne Zieschang
Communion Asst: Alan Shepherd
Lector: Michael Kurtz
Usher Captain: Jay Don Gommert
Ushers: Glen Janke, Randall, Garrison, Weston, & Landon Rafay
Greeters: Charles Hill & Jimmy Gommert
Altar Care: Robert & Dorothy Marwitz
Teller Captain: Imogene Morris
Tellers: Charles Gersbach & David Tschoerner
OFFICIATING & SERVING - Feb. 11th
Pastor: Jeremy Ullrich Organist: Debra Caldwell
Lector: Dorothy Marwitz
Usher Captain: Darrell Marek
Ushers: April Marek, Dustin & Amanda Harper
Greeters: Jason & Jill Marwitz
Altar Care: April Marek & Amanda Harper
Teller Captain: Pam Fleming
Tellers: Dorothy Marwitz & Cedalia Kurtz
OFFERING & ATTENDANCE

Worship Attendance Offering YTD
Jan 7 62 $3,101.00 $3,101.00
Jan 14 38 $1,542.00 $ 4,643.00
Jan 21 52 $3,133.00 $7,776.00

IN OUR PRAYERS

Garland Wentrcek Stanley Glaser Janie Barron Lange Eldon Lange
Celeste Gamrod Pansy Lange Jeanell Janke Risa Steglich

Letty Rose Taylor(Steven Wentrcek’s grandbaby) Darrell Kurtz(Twin Brother of Harold Kurtz)



Monica Blane(Pastor Daniel Blane’s daughter) Mike Bartek (friend of Alan and Retha)
James Chapman(Dorothy Marwitz’s Brother-in-law) Ruth and Ray Janke

Kim Ferguson (Linda and Virgil Ferguson’s daughter) Shelby Pagel

Maria Avila Family-Deborah Martin’s friend Lindsey Pierce (friend of Betty Truelove)

FUTURE HAPPENINGS

Wednesday: Men’s Bible Study each Wednesday in the TRC @ 7:30 am
Thursday:  Piece Makers meet each Thursday in the TRC @ 1:00 pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Piecemakers Request

The Piecemakers have asked for any sewing, crocheting, knitting, and supplies for sewing quilts.
This would include sewing machines, scissors, rotary cutters, fabric, thread, pins and needles or
anything that pertains to quilting.

Pastoral Visits
We are encouraging those hospitalized, nursing home residents (or, their family members), and
the homebound members and friends who wish to schedule an in-person pastoral visit or phone
call to contact Pastor Jeremy Ullrich @ 979-421-3303 or the church office @ 254-527-3341.
NOTE: Pastor Ullrich will need to be listed as a “visitor of choice” in hospitals or nursing
homes. This will need to be established by a family member.

Sunday School
Adult Sunday School is at 9:15am in the TRC.

Articles for the Newsletter
Please submit your articles for the monthly newsletter before the 19th of the month, as they are
mailed out the following week. Thank you!

Prayer Requests

When you make a prayer request for a non-member, please provide the church office with
contact information so that we can send them a card. Thank you.

VWill-O-Bell Nursing Home Worship
Thank you to everyone who has been supporting the residents of our local nursing home!
Through communion and a 30-minute hymn sing-along, we are currently the only opportunity
that nursing home residents have to worship! Please show these residents they are not forgotten
by joining us on the first Wednesday of each month at 2pm in Granger and on the third Thursday
of each month at I0AM in Bartlett. Please come and make a resident smile.

Live Stream L.earning

St. John has purchased a camcorder to help with our live stream. We are looking for
tech-inclined volunteers interested in testing out different settings. We will use an apprenticeship
model for training, so you will have a mentor helping as long as you wish. For more information,
contact the church office (254-527-3341).



Martha’s Circle Bible Study
Martha's Circle Bible Study will begin on January 24, 2024 @ 10am, for more information

contact Janice Atchison (254-721-8477).

Flag Donations

3x5 U.S. Flags with grommets are appreciated for our church. In memory of loved ones, you
may donate flags, or make cash donations, at the church office. For further information contact
Walt Saverse @ 254-770-8381, or contact the church office @ 254-527-3341.

Sisters in Christ Bible Study
The Sisters in Christ Bible study (Saturday Bible Study) will resume on January 20, 2024 @

10am they will begin a new series titled “Fierce” by Jennifer Cowart. This study covers lesser
known ladies in the Bible and the ways they changed the world by living into God’s calling.

Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study meets each Wednesday 7:30am in the TRC..

Congregation

I want to thank everyone for their continued prayers, words of encouragement, cards and love
sent to me. My family at St. John is amazing, as you continue to lift me up in prayer. Thank you
from the bottom of my heart for making my days brighter and easier. God Bless You All,
Celeste Gamrod .

Congregation Thank you!

Janell Janke would like to thank everyone for the prayers, thoughts, visits, cards and phone calls
checking on her the past few months and always.

Children’s Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School will start on Sunday, February 11th. Class will begin at 9:30am and

end at 10:15am. Children ages 3 through 12th grade are encouraged to attend. We will sing,
hear a Bible story and work on crafts. There is a need for volunteers. Anyone who can help in
any way, please text Sharon Randig at 512-713-4433.

Childcare for Pastor’s Children

My family is looking for childcare help. Specifically, we seek trustworthy and caring individuals
to sit with the kids (7/5/3) for two to three hours while they watch their age-appropriate shows in
our home. Our biggest needs are during the week, especially for Wednesday nights in Lent (Feb
14 to March 27). $20 per hour. Super friendly family dog. Please call or text your interest or
potential leads at 979-421-3303. Thank you in advance for blessing my family! -Pastor Jeremy
Ullrich

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday will be on February 14th (Valentine’s Day). We will have Drive Thru Ashes

from 12pm-1pm or upon request, in addition to a Worship Service at 7pm.



Lenten Worship - Visions in Action

Our Lenten Worship opportunities include regular Wednesday events in Lent. From February
21st through March 20th, services will be held at noon and 7pm. The 12pm opportunity is a
Noon Prayer Worship (no meal and no music), while the evening opportunities include a Meal at
6pm and Holden Evening Prayer at 7pm. Our topic will be “Visions into Action.” We will
explore the biblical understanding of visions while we look to start 150 new ministries over the
next 10 years.
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