ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH BARTLETT, TX
ELW Setting Four - Sunday, September 13, 2026
16th Sunday after Pentecost

Announcements
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness (ELW p. 94)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith.

Amen.

Gathering Song - Morning Has Broken - ELW Hymn #556



Morning Has Broken
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ng;
Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en,
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn -  ing,
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Praise for  the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
Praise with e - la - ftion, praise ev - ry morn - ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass.
God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new  day!

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Greeting



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie (ELW p. 147)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 148)

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Song - God is Here! - ELW Hymn #526



God Is Here!
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wait the com-ing of the Spir - it in - to o - pen minds and hearts.
here, in new-ness and re-new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each.
what it meansin dai -ly liv-ing to be - lieveand to a - dore.

we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21



A reading from Genesis.

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to
do good and save many lives.

= Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph'’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they

approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 7 ‘Say to Joseph:
| beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when

they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here
as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God?
20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a

numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
Refrain: Lorb, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)

[ ! Bless the Lorp, ' O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s

holy name.

2 Bless the Lorb, | O my soul, and forget not ' all God’s benefits—

3who forgives ' all your sins and heals all

your diseases;

4 .
who redeems your life

R Lorb, you are full of compassion and mercy.

from the grave and crowns you with

steadfast ' love and mercy;

with good things so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s.

5who satisfies your desires

6 O Lorb, you provide ' vindication and justice for all who

are oppressed.

7You made known your ' ways to Moses and your works to the chil- ' dren of Israel.

] 8 Lorb, you are full of compas-

sion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding

in ' steadfast love;



R Lorb, you are full of compassion and mercy.

9 . .
you will not al- ' ways accuse us, nor will you keep your an-

ger forever.

10 You have not dealt with us according

to our sins, nor repaid us

according to ' our iniquities.

" For as the heavens are high a- ' bove the earth, so great is your steadfast love for ' those

who fear you.

12 As far as the east is

from the west, so far have you removed our

transgres- ' sions from us.

13 As a father has compassion

who fear |
R Lorb, you are full of compassion and mercy.

for his children, so you have compassion for those

you, O Lorb.

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

A reading from Romans.

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

! Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.
2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 5 Those who eat must
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who

eat, for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is

before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

° Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let

all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord.

Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain,
abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

! For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the

Lord’s. ? For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. " For it is written,



“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (ELW p. 151)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

21 Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often
should | forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell

you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle

accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold,

together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you

everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.’ 30 But he

refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 3 When his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to

their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked

slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. = Should you not have had



mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ 4 And in anger his lord handed him over to

be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. % So my heavenly Father will also do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon (ELW p. 151) - Pastor Jeremy Ullrich
Sermon (ELW p. 151) - Pastor Jeremy Ullrich
Hymn of the Day - God, Whose Almighty Word - ELW Hymn #673



God, Whose Almighty Word
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Text: John Marriott, 1 780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALTAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716—-1796

Apostles’ Creed

AR




| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

Prayers of Intercession

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears
us.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to
embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms
and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to
them. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who feel
bound by their failures. Remember your children in need. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to
welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember all
those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see
that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.



Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (ELW p. 154)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Song - Sent Forth by God’s Blessing - ELW Hymn #547



Dismissal

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

0Ny ‘
[ T Py I I I [T | — I
L 11 Py = F | o 1 1 I 1 11
t:@ | | & = | | &' & |
| @ | — — b — 1 —
S @ | 1 ===
1 Sent forth by God's bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
0 & [
& - 1 I i . —
T e .
J ‘I | e = i =
the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - ry - day life we will face—
0 & .
%’—H—P—P % — —
f o o T & - T f
| B —| ] o 1 1
J ® \ | L4
The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
0 4 [
7 i ——g——1—— —— | —
| | & — | 1 I 1 1 & |
t:@ .I = I é _‘I- ’ | .l = d L=
the fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man  race.
0 u |
& o P ——— T —1
- » T ] =
V4 Il | 1T | ] | — 11 | | 1] I — 1
o r— — ' | -
The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed wus, with  your light now
04 = = T f T T m T
= — i i r—* i» I
J 1 T — | ‘ 1 -
reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for  all.
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we  share.
0 s |
I T T T T
1 n
R i | — [
Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
nu
[ 1 I I | I— 1 | | | T Il |
 — — —— T — | | — il
— B T VR
J ’ = == -
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd.. Franklin Park, IL. 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Hymns
available under One License A - 710028.

OFFICIATING & SERVING -September 13, 2026 10:30 am

Pastor: Jeremy Ullrich Organist: Debra Caldwell
Lector: Michael Kurtz
Greeters: Alan & Retha Shepherd
Usher Captain: Glen Janke
Ushers: Garrison, Randall, Weston, & Landon Rafay
Altar Care: Dorothy Marwitz & Pat Stroud
Teller Captain: Barbara Voight
Teller: Retha Shepherd & Mila Wegner
OFFICIATING & SERVING -September 20, 2026 10:30 am
Pastor: Jeremy Ullrich Organist: Debra Caldwell
Pastor Asst. Weldon Kurtz
Communion Asst. ~ Ronnie Persky
Lector: Coley Bruggman
Greeters: Judy Gersbach & Donna Campbell
Usher Captain: Lynn Roy Friedrich
Ushers: Jimmy Gommert, Charles Hill, Dale Dawson
Altar Care: Debi & Courteney Janke
Teller Captain: Judy Gersbach
Teller: Cedalia Kurtz & Charles Gersbach
OFFICIATING & SERVING -September 27, 2026 10:30 am
Pastor: Jeremy Ullrich Organist: Debra Caldwell
Lector: Jill Marwitz
Greeters: Charles Hill & Jimmy Gommert
Usher Captain: Michael Kurtz
Ushers: Melinda Kurtz, Alan & Retha Shepherd
Altar Care: Frank & Connie Horak
Teller Captain: Jill Marwitz
Teller: Kristi Dague & Deborah Martin
OFFERING & ATTENDANCE
Worship Attendance Offering YTD
Aug 16 49 $3,883.00 $99,218.61
Aug 23 45 $1,925.00 $101,114.61
Aug 30 45 $1,958.00 $103,072.61
Sept 6 43 $3,282.00 $106,354.61


http://sundaysandseasons.com/

IN OUR PRAYERS

Garland Wentrcek Stanley Glaser Clark Lindemann Jeff Woolley

Janell Janke Risa Steglich Ruth Janke Janice Atchison

Sue McClintick Brandon Janke Lloyd Kurtz Jay Don Gommert

Pam Terrell Leeann Barnhill Walt Saverse Mila Wegner

Tammy Rodriguez (sister of Joey Saverse) Adam Gielbunt(Melissa Rafay’s Brother)

Mr. Hardy (Erin Steglich’s Friend’s Dad) Kyle Vanacek (Cousin to Dustin & Amanda Harper)

Cathy Balusek (Friend of Leanne and Shirley Janke) Anita Thomas(Friend of Leanne Janke)

Dale & Judie Stroud (Brother and Sister-in-law of Lynn Stroud)  Jim Crum (Friend of Cynthia Degner)

Cynthia Motloch (cousin of Sharon Randig) Glenda Louve (cousin of Sharon Randig )

Marty Moffet (friend of the Flemings) Alvin Marek (Uncle to Darrell & April Marek)

Penny Dittman and Family (friend of Carol Wilson) Larry Helbert(Uncle of Melinda Kurtz)
FUTURE HAPPENINGS

Monday: Monday at FBC @ 1:00 pm—Pickleball and 2PM Dominoes in Basement
Thursday:  PieceMakers meet each Thursday in the Basement @ 1:00 pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship Service Helpers

If you are not able to do the job you are assigned, it is your responsibility to get someone to do
the job for you. Also, please let the church office know of the change if there is adequate time.

Pastoral Visits
We are encouraging those hospitalized, nursing home residents (or, their family members), and
the homebound members and friends who wish to schedule an in-person pastoral visit or phone
call to contact Pastor Jeremy Ullrich @ 979-421-3303 or the church office @ 254-527-3341.
NOTE: Pastor Ullrich will need to be listed as a “visitor of choice” in hospitals or nursing
homes. Also, the Pastor will need age or date of birth and address or he will be denied access to
your loved one. (Especially at Baylor Scott and White) This will need to be established by a
family member.
Dominoes
Every Monday @ 2PM — Domino games (42 and Straight and Moon)

Pickleball
We have moved Pickleball to FBC in Bartlett (@ 1:00pm until the work on the TRC is completed.

Adult Sunday School
Adult Sunday School starts at 9:30am in the basement.

Prayver Requests
When you make a prayer request for a non-member, please provide the church office with

contact information so that we can send them a card. Thank you.

Youth Sunday School
Teachers are NEEDED!!!



Flag Donations

3x5 U.S. Flags with grommets are appreciated for our church. In memory of loved ones, you
may donate flags, or make cash donations, at the church office. For further information contact
Walt Saverse @ 254-770-8381, or contact the church office @ 254-527-3341.

Will-O-Bell Nursing Home Worship

Thank you to everyone who has been supporting the residents of our local nursing home!
Through communion and a 30-minute hymn sing-along, please show these residents they are not
forgotten by joining us on the first Wednesday of each month at 2pm in Granger and on the third
Thursday of each month at 10AM in Bartlett. Please come and make a resident smile.

Prayer Chain
We have updated the Prayer Chain Information. If you have any changes to your information or

If you want to be removed or be added to the Prayer Chain list, please let the office or Linda
Ferguson know.



