ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH BARTLETT, TX
ELW Holy Communion - Sunday, Sept 20, 2026
17th Sunday after Pentecost

Announcements
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness (ELW p. 94)

In the name of the Father,

and of the ++ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Song - You Servants of God - ELW Hymn #825

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie (ELW p. 147)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 148)

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Song - Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me - ELW Hymn #767

First Reading: Jonah 3:10—4:11

A reading from Jonah.

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city.
Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a
plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not
ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t | be concerned
about a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites?

10When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their evil ways, God

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not
do it.



1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lorp
and said, “O Lorb! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That is why | fled to
Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger,

abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3And now, O Lorp, please take my
life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the Lorp said, “Is it right for you to be

angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

6The Lorp God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his

head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. ! But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.

8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of

Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than
to live.”

J But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,

angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lorp said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night.

" And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a

hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also
many animals?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8
Refrain: The Lorp is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8)

1, .
| will exalt you, my er and ever.

God and king, and bless your name forev-

er and ever.

2 Every day ' will | bless you and praise your name forev-

3 Great is the Lorp and greatly ' to be praised! There is no end

R The Loro is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

to your greatness.

4 One generation shall praise your works ' to another and shall de-' clare your power.

° | will speak of the glorious splendor ' of your majesty and all your ' marvelous works.

© They shall tell of the might of your ' wondrous acts,

and | will re- ' count your greatness.



! They shall publish the remembrance of

your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully ' of your righteousness.
8The Lorp is gracious and full | of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in |
R The Lorb is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

steadfast love.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30

A reading from Philippians.

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live
lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

" For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. °* If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me, yet | cannot say which | will choose. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. 25 Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with all
of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast
might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come and
see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,

striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by
those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this

is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ

but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had
and now hear that | still have.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (ELW p. 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.



Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

Jesus said to the disciples: ! “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for
the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others
standing idle in the marketplace, 4and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and | will
pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing
around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him,

‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,

beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ J When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received a denarius. " And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them

equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to
one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius?

14 Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you.
15Am I not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because |

am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon (ELW p. 151) - Pastor Jeremy Ullrich
Sermon (ELW p. 151) - Pastor Jeremy Ulirich
Hymn of the Day - Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling - ELW Hymn #608

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,



eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

Prayers of Intercession
Reminded of God'’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears
us.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our anger at
your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your
creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile conflicts
between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring an end to
employment disparity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their value
comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill, and for all in
any need. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the
community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our time and
talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones whose
desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see
that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ hame.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in
blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

Dialogue (ELW p. 152)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface (ELW p. 153)

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 153)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution (ELW p. 153)
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer(ELW p. 154)

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Communion

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your
table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your
people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ++ give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Song - Blest Be the Tie That Binds- ELW Hymn #656

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Hymns
available under One License A - 710028.
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OFFICIATING & SERVING -September 20, 2026 10:30 am

Pastor: Jeremy Ullrich Organist: Debra Caldwell
Pastor Asst. Weldon Kurtz
Communion Asst. ~ Ronnie Persky
Lector: Coley Bruggman
Greeters: Judy Gersbach & Donna Campbell
Usher Captain: Lynn Roy Friedrich
Ushers: Jimmy Gommert, Charles Hill, Dale Dawson
Altar Care: Debi & Courteney Janke
Teller Captain: Judy Gersbach
Teller: Cedalia Kurtz & Charles Gersbach
OFFICIATING & SERVING -September 27, 2026 10:30 am
Pastor: Jeremy Ullrich Organist: Debra Caldwell
Pastor Asst. Weldon Kurtz
Communion Asst.  Alan Shepherd
Lector: Jill Marwitz
Greeters: Charles Hill & Jimmy Gommert
Usher Captain: Michael Kurtz
Ushers: Melinda Kurtz, Alan & Retha Shepherd
Altar Care: Frank & Connie Horak
Teller Captain: Jill Marwitz
Teller: Kristi Dague & Deborah Martin
OFFERING & ATTENDANCE
Worship Attendance Offering YTD
Aug 23 45 $1,925.00 $101,114.61
Aug 30 45 $1,958.00 $103,072.61
Sept 6 43 $3,282.00 $106,354.61
Sept 13 56 $2,428.00 $108,782.61
IN OUR PRAYERS
Garland Wentrcek Stanley Glaser Clark Lindemann Jeff Woolley
Janell Janke Risa Steglich Ruth Janke Janice Atchison
Sue McClintick Brandon Janke Lloyd Kurtz Jay Don Gommert
Pam Terrell Leeann Barnhill Walt Saverse Mila Wegner
Tammy Rodriguez (sister of Joey Saverse) Adam Gielbunt(Melissa Rafay’s Brother)
Mr. Hardy (Erin Steglich’s Friend’s Dad) Kyle Vanacek (Cousin to Dustin & Amanda Harper)
Cathy Balusek (Friend of Leanne and Shirley Janke) Anita Thomas(Friend of Leanne Janke)
Dale & Judie Stroud (Brother and Sister-in-law of Lynn Stroud)  Jim Crum (Friend of Cynthia Degner)
Cynthia Motloch (cousin of Sharon Randig) Glenda Louve (cousin of Sharon Randig )
Marty Moffet (friend of the Flemings) Alvin Marek (Uncle to Darrell & April Marek)
Penny Dittman and Family (friend of Carol Wilson) Larry Helbert(Uncle of Melinda Kurtz)

Charles Gersbach



FUTURE HAPPENINGS
Monday: Monday at FBC @ 1:00 pm—Pickleball and 2PM Dominoes in Basement
Thursday:  PieceMakers meet each Thursday in the Basement @ 1:00 pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship Service Helpers
If you are not able to do the job you are assigned, it is your responsibility to get someone to do

the job for you. Also, please let the church office know of the change if there is adequate time.

Pastoral Visits
We are encouraging those hospitalized, nursing home residents (or, their family members), and
the homebound members and friends who wish to schedule an in-person pastoral visit or phone
call to contact Pastor Jeremy Ullrich @ 979-421-3303 or the church office @ 254-527-3341.
NOTE: Pastor Ullrich will need to be listed as a “visitor of choice” in hospitals or nursing
homes. Also, the Pastor will need age or date of birth and address or he will be denied access to
your loved one. (Especially at Baylor Scott and White) This will need to be established by a
family member.
Dominoes
Every Monday (@ 2PM — Domino games (42 and Straight and Moon)

Pickleball
We have moved Pickleball to FBC in Bartlett @ 1:00pm until the work on the TRC is completed.

Adult Sunda hool
Adult Sunday School starts at 9:30am in the basement.

Praver Requests
When you make a prayer request for a non-member, please provide the church office with

contact information so that we can send them a card. Thank you.

Flag Donations

3x5 U.S. Flags with grommets are appreciated for our church. In memory of loved ones, you
may donate flags, or make cash donations, at the church office. For further information contact
Walt Saverse @ 254-770-8381, or contact the church office @ 254-527-3341.

VWill-O-Bell Nursing Home Worship
Thank you to everyone who has been supporting the residents of our local nursing home!

Through communion and a 30-minute hymn sing-along, please show these residents they are not
forgotten by joining us on the first Wednesday of each month at 2pm in Granger and on the third
Thursday of each month at 10AM in Bartlett. Please come and make a resident smile.

Youth Sunday School
Teachers are NEEDED!!!



Prayer Chain
We have updated the Prayer Chain Information. If you have any changes to your information or

If you want to be removed or be added to the Prayer Chain list, please let the office or Linda
Ferguson know.

WELCA
The NTNL Synodical Women’s Organization is holding their SWO Fall Retreat on October
23-24, 2026 at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 800 N. New Road in Waco, Texas. Sign Up sheets
are in the church office.

Polka Worshi
Our Polka Worship will be held on Sunday September 27, 2026 at 10:30 AM.

Lunch will be to go only for $15.00 a plate.
Chicken Alfredo, Salad and Garlic Bread.



